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Commencement Exercises of the Forty-Sixth Academic Year
SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2017 • 10 A.M. & 5 P.M. 
GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY
From its inception in 1969, innovation and putting students first have been the hallmarks 
of GSU’s success. In 2017, that tradition continues. The university has expanded 
its reach and has solidified its commitment to inspiring hope, realizing dreams, and 
strengthening community for generations to come. Our work is informed by the following 
principles:
GSU’s strategic planning and financial decisions always put students first. We know that nothing 
in higher education is more powerful than an uncompromising commitment to student 
success.
GSU students deserve a high quality education, with a strong foundation in critical thinking, 
civic engagement, and communications. Credentials without quality are empty. GSU is 
an “island of excellence,” according to Dr. Martha J. Kanter, former Under Secretary 
of the United States Department of Education. With bold new initiatives and innovative 
undergraduate and graduate degree programs, GSU excels at providing the quality 
education that is essential for success in today’s global society.
GSU is inclusive, providing students from varying socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds 
with unequalled educational opportunities and the support — financial, academic, and 
social — they need to be successful. The award winning Dual Degree Program continues 
to encourage community college students to complete both an associate and bachelor’s 
degree. Ninety-one percent of DDP students who have matriculated at GSU have either 
graduated or are on track to graduate.
GSU is a place of civic engagement, where students learn to connect their studies to the 
responsibilities of citizenship.
GSU is a public square. We are educationally, culturally, and economically committed to 
programs and partnerships in education, healthcare, government, and business. The 
Center for the Performing Arts, Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park, and the Visual Arts 
Gallery bring students and community members together to live in the midst of art.
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2PRELUDE ........................................................................................................Encore Concert Band
 Bill Schuetter, Conductor
WELCOME AND SPEAKER INTRODUCTIONS ............................... Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
PROCESSIONAL .......................................................................... Dr. Barbara Winicki, Grand Marshal
Dr. Darrin Aase, Excellence Award Recipient
Dr. Gökçe Sargut, Excellence Award Recipient
 “Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1,” by Edward Elgar .................................Encore Concert Band
CALL TO ORDER ......................................................................... Dr. Barbara Winicki, Grand Marshal
NATIONAL ANTHEM ............................................................................ Yolanda Pitts, 2017 Graduate
GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ...................... Patrick Ormsby, Chair, Board of Trustees
GREETINGS FROM THE FACULTY ................................. Dr. Barbara Winicki, Faculty Senate President
GREETINGS FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ........................Tonya Lambert, Alumni Representative
INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER ..............................................Yolanda Pitts, Student Trustee
STUDENT SPEAKER ADDRESS ..........................................................Sandra Chavez, 2017 Graduate
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS ................................................................ Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE .........................................Dr. Deborah E. Bordelon, Provost
 Conferring of Degree  ..................................................................... Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
 Honorary Degree Recipient, Doctor of Humane Letters  ......................................Dr. Shaun R. Harper 
PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES .......................................Dr. Deborah E. Bordelon, Provost
 College of Business ......................................................................................... Dr. Jun Zhao, Dean
 College of Education .................................................................................. Dr. Andrea Evans, Dean 
 College of Health and Human Services .................................................. Dr. Elizabeth A. Cada, Dean
 Name Readers .............COB – William Kresse, COE – Dr. Colleen Sexton, CHHS – Dr. Rebecca Wojcik 
CONFERRING OF DEGREES .............................................................. Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
CLOSING REMARKS ................................................................... Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
RECESSIONAL ............................................................................ Dr. Barbara Winicki, Grand Marshal
Dr. Darrin Aase, Excellence Award Recipient
Dr. Gökçe Sargut, Excellence Award Recipient
 “Crown Imperial,” by William Walton ...............................................................Encore Concert Band
FANFARE SELECTION ......................................................................................Encore Concert Band
Order of Exercises
Saturday, May 20, 2017, 10 a.m.
College of Business • College of Education • College of Health and Human Services
Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, University President, Presiding
Sign language interpretation provided by Susan Bova.
The audience is requested to rise and remain standing during the Processional and Recessional.
ORDER OF EXERCISES
3Order of Exercises
Saturday, May 20, 2017, 5 p.m.
College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, University President, Presiding
Sign language interpretation provided by Susan Bova.
The audience is requested to rise and remain standing during the Processional and Recessional.
 
PRELUDE ........................................................................................................Encore Concert Band
 Bill Schuetter, Conductor
WELCOME AND SPEAKER INTRODUCTIONS ............................... Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
PROCESSIONAL .......................................................................... Dr. Barbara Winicki, Grand Marshal
Dr. Walter Henne, Excellence Award Recipient
 “Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1,” by Edward Elgar .................................Encore Concert Band
CALL TO ORDER ......................................................................... Dr. Barbara Winicki, Grand Marshal
NATIONAL ANTHEM .........................................................................................Encore Concert Band
GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ............. Cornelius D. Griggs, Trustee, Board of Trustees
GREETINGS FROM THE FACULTY ................................. Dr. Barbara Winicki, Faculty Senate President
GREETINGS FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ....... Jermaine Paul, Alumni Association Representative 
INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER ................................ Justin Smith, Student Senate President
STUDENT SPEAKER ADDRESS ............................................................ Sarah Hirsch, 2017 Graduate
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS ................................................................ Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE .........................................Dr. Deborah E. Bordelon, Provost
 Conferring of Degree  ..................................................................... Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President 
 Honorary Degree Recipient, Doctor of Humane Letters  ..............................................Bob Abernethy
PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES .......................................Dr. Deborah E. Bordelon, Provost
 College of Arts and Sciences ......................................................................Dr. Andrae Marak, Dean 
 Name Readers ..........................................................Dr. Deborah James-Smith and Dr. Lara Stache 
CONFERRING OF DEGREES .............................................................. Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
CLOSING REMARKS ................................................................... Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
RECESSIONAL ............................................................................ Dr. Barbara Winicki, Grand Marshal
Dr. Walter Henne, Excellence Award Recipient
  “Crown Imperial,” by William Walton .............................................................. Encore Concert Band
FANFARE SELECTION ......................................................................................Encore Concert Band
 
ORDER OF EXERCISES
4HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT
Shaun R. Harper
Dr. Shaun R. Harper is a distinguished scholar, recognized nationally as one of the most influential 
leaders in the field of education and as one of the leading voices in the conversation on race and equity 
in higher education. 
This summer, Dr. Harper will begin his tenure as professor at the University of Southern California, 
where he also will develop and lead the new Center on Race and Equity. 
Currently, he is a professor at the University of Pennsylvania, where he also serves as executive director 
of the Center for the Study of Race and Equity in Education, which he founded in 2011. His ground-
breaking research examines race and gender in education and social contexts, including equity trends 
and climate issues on college campuses, Black and Latino male student success in high school and 
higher education, college student engagement, and intercollegiate athletics. 
Dr. Harper is blazing trails in the educational landscape. His research has been cited in nearly 5,000 
published studies, and he is the author of more than 100 peer-reviewed journal articles and academic 
publications, including his 13th book, Race Matters in College. He has been interviewed on CNN, 
ESPN, and NPR, and more than 10,000 newspapers have either quoted him or cited his research. Most 
recently, Dr. Harper was elected president of the Association for the Study of Higher Education.
His revolutionary work on race matters in higher education sheds light on inequities affecting minorities 
in America and impacts the opinions of policymakers. In 2015, Dr. Harper was appointed to President 
Barack Obama’s My Brother’s Keeper advisory council. 
5Bob Abernethy
HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT
Bob Abernethy is a veteran journalist whose career spans six decades and eleven presidents. Throughout 
the years, he has consistently provided thoughtful and perceptive coverage of world events and issues. 
Abernethy’s balanced presentation of the news he covered and the topics he analyzed are hallmark 
characteristics of his career.
Twenty years ago, Abernethy pioneered television programming that examined religion and ethics when 
he created Religion & Ethics Newsweekly for PBS. This award-winning weekly newsmagazine was widely 
praised for its thoughtful coverage of all religions, denominations, and expressions of spirituality in 
American life. Abernethy’s perceptive exploration of the issues propelled the national conversation on 
spiritual matters as he led analysis of the intricacies of morality and the characteristics of faith at the 
intersection of politics and culture. Before its last broadcast in February 2017, the show had aired on 
more than 250 public stations nationwide and reached more than 570,000 viewers. 
Prior to his work at PBS, Abernethy served as a correspondent for NBC News for more than four decades. 
He reported from cities around the world and covered major events, from the assassination of JFK to the 
collapse of communist regimes in the Soviet Union and around the world. 
Abernethy is the co-editor of The Life of Meaning, a collection of edited excerpts from some of the many 
eloquent observations made by those interviewed for Religion & Ethics Newsweekly.
Abernethy is an alumnus of Princeton University, where he received bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. In 1984, he took a one-year leave 
from NBC to study theology and social ethics at the Yale Divinity School. Abernethy received the 2003 
“Distinction in Ministry Award” from the Alumni Association of Yale Divinity School and the Wilbur 
Award in 2009 from the Religion Communicators Council.
6This afternoon’s student Commencement speaker, Sarah Hirsch, has taken three different journeys to reach this 
point in her life. Her experiences on each journey have helped shape her life, informed her choices, and guided 
her to today’s celebration. 
Sarah’s first journey was literal. At 18, she left her home in Mississippi to experience life in Alaska and then 
spent time traveling the country. On her way, she supported herself by waiting tables, met and married her 
husband, became a mother, finished her associate degree — and was enriched by the different regions, 
cultures, and people she experienced. Leaving her comfort zone and living in different regions heightened 
Sarah’s understanding and appreciation of the challenges and accomplishments of others.
Her second journey took her into family life with all its trials, joys, and triumphs. Watching and guiding her 
two young sons as they learn to navigate the world provides her with much needed perspective. She draws 
encouragement from her sons’ journey as she balances the demands of her job with the responsibilities of 
raising a family.
Like many GSU graduates here today, Sarah also chose a third journey — to complete the education she 
began years ago even as she worked and raised a family. Her return to college brought her great success. 
She graduated from GSU in 2016 Summa Cum Laude with a B.A. in English, and today she earns her M.A. 
in English. Sarah also served the GSU community as editor-in-chief of Reconstructed, the student literary 
magazine, and as a member of the Composition Steering Committee. She was also a graduate assistant in 
Supplemental Instruction for First-Year Writing and an intern in the Office of Marketing and Communications. In 
April, Sarah earned the Outstanding Graduate Student award. 
Celebrating with Sarah today are her husband, children, parents, and brothers.
Sarah Hirsch
This morning’s student Commencement speaker, Sandra Chavez, known as Filly, understands the value of 
her education, the commitment it took to get it, and where it can ultimately lead her. With the support of her 
parents and three children, today Filly graduates with honors, earning her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology with a 
Preclinical Concentration.
The daughter of Mexican immigrants, Filly is the first in her family to attend college. As a first-generation 
college student, she is driven by her awareness of countless immigrants who risked everything to provide 
opportunities for their families and how fortunate she has been to have the ability and support to achieve  
her goals. 
Since childhood, Filly has aspired to become a psychologist. She earned her associate degree from Kankakee 
Community College, where she was president of the Psychology Club and on the board of the Student Activity 
Committee. She transferred to GSU to complete her B.A. in Psychology and where she served as a Success 
Coach in the Center for the Junior Year. 
During her studies in GSU, Filly realized that her lifelong passion for horses could be combined with her dream 
of becoming a psychologist. She currently volunteers at the Peotone Equine Therapeutic Riding Center and 
plans to pursue a doctorate in Clinical Psychology, specializing in Child Neuropsychology. Ultimately, she plans 
to establish her own equine therapy center. She plans to return to her hometown of Onarga in central Illinois to 
put her education to good use benefitting her community. 
Celebrating with Filly today are her partner, children, parents, and brother.
Sandra Chavez
STUDENT SPEAKER
7Bachelor of Arts 
Rameses Aaron  
Nedah Abdel-Aziz  
Sama Abderrhaman  
Raneen Abedrabo  
Sara Abinska  
Alexandria Adams  
Kevin Adams *** § 
Stella Adesioye  
Aryana Adkanian *** 
Liliana Aguado  
Mona Ali  
Suzann Allen Yamini  
India Allums  
Krystal Alvarez  
Ryan Anderl  
Nicole Anderson  
John Benedict Andres  
Leonardo Arenas  
Kanitral Averhart  
Issa Azar  
Jasmine Baggett  
Tonia Bailey  
Megan Balabon ** 
Donald Balis  
Alan Banks  
Christine Barkemeyer *** 
James Barnes II  
Iesha Bass-Simmons  
Megan Beckow  
Zachary Becvar *** 
Jessica Beleche ** 
Greg Bell  
Patrick Bentley  
Jose Bermudez *** 
Yvonne Bishop * 
Chardae Bland * 
Dashaunda Bohanon  
Calvin Bonner Jr.  
Ryan Boren *** 
Ruby Borjas  
Juliette Bossert *** 
Joshua Boyd  
Ian Brockman  
Darryl Brown * 
Derrick Brown  
Shaniva Brown  
Theresa Brown  
Derrick Buckner  
Gayle Buell ** 
Jessica Buford  
Leroy Burton  
Tashanda Burton  
Diahann Cambridge  
Michael Capecci ** 
Samantha Carde  
Joseph Carmody  
Kaitlyn Carpenter  
Mitchell Carpenter  
Daniela Carrera  
Deborah Carr-Woods *** 
Kerry Carter Jr.  
Cesar Castaneda  
Erin Caswick * 
Martin Cerda  
Kevin Cerny  
Frank Chagoya *** 
Mesha Chandler  
Jehan Chapple  
Simon Charles ** 
Maria Victoria Chavez * 
Daniel Checco  
Timothy Cherep  
Tiarra Clark-Harris  
Stephanie Clarkson  
Daniel Coglianese  
Ariel College-Johnson  
Carl Collina  
Brandi Conrad  
Jeremy Conradson  
Alison Cote  
Sherod Craig *** 
Stacey Crims  
Elizabeth Crooks  
Kimberly Croom  
Nicholas Crot ** 
Lashon Crump  
Sandra Cundari ** 
Arij Dababneh * 
Jasmine Davenport  
Angenet Davis  
Rosemarie Davis  
Tiombe Davis  
Karyn DeCuir * 
Jordan Delgrosso * 
Sarah Deluca  
Jarrell Densmore  
Jacqueline DeRidder *** 
Christopher Dickson  
Matthew DiGrispino  
Chasity Dillard  
Nicholas Dinger * 
Jennifer Dixon  
Caitlin Doyle * 
Courtney Dykes  
Tiana Easton  
Damon Eaton  
Easlyn Edwards  
Tamarah Efein  
Robyn Eisel ** 
Yasmin Espada  
Denise Esparza  
Ana Estrada  
Hussain Ewidah *** 
Marcus Fahey  
Quentin Fair  
William Falcone  
Robert Farina  
John Feagin *** 
Andres Fernandez  
James Foley * 
Marilyn Foster  
Stephanie Franklin  
Mozella Freemon  
Quentin Frost  
Alexander Gallinaro  
Kasandra Gamble  
Misturat Ganiyu  
Connie Gant-Collins ** 
Jessica Garner  
Madelyn Garrett  
William Gates Jr. ** 
Jan Gathing  
Anita Gawlak * 
Kara Gbur  
Cinthia Ghanayem  
Jazmine Gladney  
Christa Goncher  
Elisia Gonzalez  
Kimberly Gonzalez  
Ricardo Gonzalez  
Rebecca Gorka  
Elena Gorski  
Kyle Grant ** 
Dawn Gray  
Montrice Grays * 
Ebone Green  
Symone Green  
Cambren Grimmett  
Daniel Gunkel  
Pat Hall  
Sabrina Hall  
Tyler Halloran * 
Nicole Hammond  
Mona Hanieh ** 
Kayla Harvey  
Julius Haule ** 
Anthony Haynes  
Matthew Haynes  
Brandy Hilliard  
Briant Holloway  
Lynnetta Holly  
Tyler Holmes  
Trevor Hoskins  
Eric Houde *** 
Nicholas Hozzian  
Ozelle Hubert  
Patrice Hudson  
Toni Hunt  
Amber Hunter  
Dawn Hurd *** 
Matthew Imrie  
Byron Irume  
Leigh Irwin *** 
Georgi Ivanov ** 
Charlene Jackson  
Christina Jackson  
Jesus Jaime Jr.  
Ghazi Jammal  
John Janachowski ** 
Olivia Jenkins  
Shaylee Jenkins  
Ellen Johnson * 
LaShaundra Johnson  
Betty Jones * 
Claude Jones  
Michael Jones  
* = Cum Laude 3.80 – 3.89 ** = Magna Cum Laude 3.90 – 3.97  
*** = Summa Cum Laude 3.98 – 4.00 § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2016.
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
8Alli Joudeh  
William Kalant * 
Michelle Karlsson  
Meagan Kelly ** 
Jessica Kirshenbaum  
Erika Kleiner  
Rachel Knoch  
Ashlyn Knolmayer  
Jeanna Knowles ** 
Devan Kohn  
Michael Konwinski ** 
Brandy Kuczkowski  
Jamie Kurth * 
Samuel Kyei-Dompim *** 
Colin Langenderfer  
Sally Leach *** 
Jo-Ann Ledger *** 
Zilpacoret Ledger  
Gregory Lee  
Paul Leland  
Guerry Lewis IV  
Jacob Lewis  
Eduardo Llanes  
Rachel Lockett  
Garland Lonzo Sr.  
Killis Lott  
Maxine Lovelace  
Dawonna Mack  
Bianca MacNeal  
Marc Magliari  
Daniel Mandernach  
Cody Marciano *** 
Martin Mariscal  
Angela Martin  
Adam Martinez  
Estefania Martinez §  
Naomi Mbogo  
Basil McCarty  
Heather McDade  
Joshua McKelphin  
Shannon Mesko  
Joshua Miller  
Brian Minter  
Dwayne Mitchell Jr.  
Tyra Mitchell  
Katrina Moore  
Scott Moore *** 
Ashley Murphy  
Ivory Myles  
Giancarlo Narcisi  
Armont Nash  
Jineen Natour  
Stephanie Navarrete  
Tashea Nichols  
Paul Novak  
Brian Nowak  
Patricia Ogden  
Ryan Olson  
Racheal Opakunle  
Joshua Ornelas  
Kenneth Ortiz Jr. ** 
Oyinlola Ortiz  
Deanna Owens  
Ronald Paetsch * 
April Palmer  
Dahya Parker  
Judi Patzelt * 
Tondalaya Payne  
Blanca Pena ** 
Derek Pence  
Priscilla Pickens  
Asya Pierson  
Rosie Pitchford-Byrd ** 
Tierra Pittman * 
Chandra Pointer  
Jeremy Purchase  
Omar Qasem  
Tyler Radek  
Stephanie Ramirez * 
Elise Reardon  
Brett Reed *** 
Destiny Reed  
Robin Reed  
Chauna Rivera * 
Olivia Rivera  
Petria Robinson  
Mary Roe  
Alexandria Rogers  
Marshelle Sanders  
Debbie Sandlin  
Natalie Sanfratello  
Sondra Savannah  
Tina Sawa *** 
Katrice Sawyer  
James Scannell  
Erik Schneider * 
Robert Schroeder  
Melissa Scott * 
Shante Scott  
Aiste Seskaite  
Noelle Shalabi  
Stephan Shaw * 
Michael Simelton  
Shannon Sipple  
Renee Skoda *** 
Raechel Skoniecki  
Rita Smith  
Irliner Speights  
Emily Spitzig  
Vanity Spruill  
Charlene Stepney  
Dawn Sterning  
Christopher Stock  
Barbara Stoginski  
Raylynn Stokes  
Amber Straczek *** 
Sharee Strickland  
Matthew Suttle *** 
Bernadette Svencner  
Safora Syeda  
LaRoi Sykes ** 
Brandon Tallon  
David Thiesen  
Kashara Thigpen  
Dorothy Thomas  
Zarak Thompson Sr.  
Remona Tookes  
Agustin Torres Jr.  
Brenda Torres  
Rebecca Townsend  
Amber Trainor  
Emmanuel Trammell  
Luke Turner * 
Albert Tyler V  
Carmelita Valladares  
Evelyn Vieyra  
Tatianna Wade  
Hoda Wahdan  
Monika Waldschmidt  
Frank Walker ** 
Margie Walker  
Trelynn Walker  
Kahlia Wallace  
Marjorie Wallace  
Haley Walsh *** 
Mary Katherine Walsh  
David Warren  
Kimberly Washington  
Marcus Washington  
Paula Webster  
David White  
Samantha Wilder  
Sherrie Wilks  
Blake Williams  
Brian Williams Jr.  
Caprice Williams  
Deandre Wilson  
Michael Wilson *** 
Sonja Woods  
Jonathan Wright  
Ibrahim Yassin  
Alicja Zapotoczna  
Alejandro Zarate  
Adam Zimmer ** 
Lindsey Zimmer * 
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Fermin Barbosa ** 
Jason Blohm *** 
Lauren Bolek ** 
Abdullah Fadhli  
Grisel Sanchez ** 
Steven Simmons  
Deanna Sroka *** 
Brittany Vance * 
Lucia Welsh  
Daniel Wronski  
Bachelor of Science
Bashar Abdelsalam  
Dalia Abdulhadi  
Diana Acosta ** 
Omar Alsalah ** 
Mohammed Ayyash * 
Mohammad Ballout  
Michael Benanti  
Andrew Besbekos  
Megan Boots *** § 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
* = Cum Laude 3.80 – 3.89 ** = Magna Cum Laude 3.90 – 3.97  
*** = Summa Cum Laude 3.98 – 4.00 § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2016.
9Sarah Borgman  
Keith Bryant 
Samuel Buckman 
Ericka Camacho ** 
Jeffrey Capecci *** 
Scott Carlock  
Michael Covarrubias  
Alexander Earhart  
Mohamed Eljaafari *** 
Sydney Franciskovich  
Melissa Franco  
Brian Francour  
Alejandro Gonzalez  
Mustafa Hassan  
Austin Herbert  
Mariam Hirmiz  
Sean Horan * 
Andrae Hughes  
Ronald Hull Jr.  
Alicia Irvine  
Barry Jackson  
Ryan Januszyk ** 
Simon Jarzabek * 
Caitlin Johnson  
Ibrahim Kishta  
Brian Kopas  
Daniel Kuchta  
Kanut Kumnerdpet  
Brian Lenard  
David Love  
Jacob Luthmann  
Clinton MacQueen *** 
David Madrigal  
Martin Maggio Jr.  
Mahfouz Mahmoud  
Gregory Marconi  
Jason Martin *** 
Andres Martinez  
Joshua Mathew *** 
Lee Max ** 
Anthony Merisko  
Hashim Mian  
Chandler Moore  
Kenneth Mullen *** 
Samantha Musarurwa  
Chintan Patel  
Harshil Patel  
Blake Phillips  
Joseph Quist  
Esraa Rafati  
Anthony Ramirez  
Alvina Reed  
Samantha Roderick  
Erick Ruiz  
Courtney Sanor  
Mohamad Sbitan  
Vincent Schmitz  
Steven Scott Jr.  
Megan Slaviero  
Akele Spencer  
Kristina Stewart  
Michael Trumbull  
Thomas Vellenga  
Anthony Vicidomini  
Amer Wazwaz  
Zhaoyang Wei  
Russell Wick Jr. *** 
Seth Wilkerson *** 
Christopher Williams  
Uwimana Williams  
Mohammad Zamat  
Melissa Zigrossi  
Master of Arts
Rubya Ahmed 
Maizah Albert
Ammanuel Melaku Ayalew  
Timothy Baffoe  
Yakeea Beaver  
Tammie Bellephant  
Gerald Branch-Bey  
Carrie Carlson  
Gabrielle Caverl-McNeal  
Marlon Conway  
Anthony Cozzi  
Megan Cwayna  
Andrea DalPolo  
Brittney Davis  
Kathy Davis  
Roberta Drake  
Pamela Elliott  
Christy Fresas  
Aisha Gilyard  
Natalie Helberg  
Sarah Hirsch  
Qiana Jefferson  
Daniel Johnson  
Lynette Johnson  
LaSalle King  
Lisa Lenburg-Lawrence  
Archana Liggins  
Natalia Luthmann  
Chorlatte Mack  
Maureen Magnifico  
Keith Morehead  
Ciara Noel  
Shanton Oyenuga-Hinton  
Robert Peiss II  
Raven Phillips  
James Plybon  
Nicole Richardson  
Gilbert Rivera  
Samantha Schmidt  
Michael Scott  
Christopher Shumate  
Liam Smietanski  
Crystal Stokes  
Ashley Tillman  
Adrienne Walker  
Donna Williams-Radcliffe  
Elijah Willis  
Marisa Woodhouse  
Shakira Wright  
Master of Fine Arts 
Uriah Berryhill  
Holly Britton  
Daniel Castillo-Aranda  
Karen Dempsey  
Amber Gocken  
Ruqayyah McCallum  
Ben Moore III  
Diane Nadler  
Arika Rogers  
Master of Public 
Administration
Dickson Abimbola-Akinola  
Nicole Adamowski  
Marie Berner  
Shaneice Berry  
James Bianchi  
LaDonna Brown  
Patricia Clay  
Ardis Cross  
Eileen Daly  
Kyra Durr  
Anjanette Ellis  
Amanda George  
Angela Gore  
Lisa Hill  
Omer Nugud  
Martha Silva  
Tawny Smith  
Byron Stanley  
Allison Swisher  
Carmella Williams  
Master of Science
Mohammed Abdul Baseer  
Mohammed Abdul Mateen  
Syed Abdul Muqeet  
Shaik Abdul Rasheed  
Mohd Abdul Salaam  
Ikhlas Adi  
Sunnith Kumar Admala  
Abhinay Ahindla  
Margaret Akines  
Rama Krishna Akkineni  
Salvador Alcantar  
Mohammed Shoeb Ali Khan  
Gowtham Aluri  
Santosh Kumar Ampolu  
Pavankumar Annapareddy  
Madhavi Atmakuru Dupati  
Chidanand Ayyavoo  
Zaki Ahmed Azmi  
Mirza Baig  
Mirza Majaaz Baig  
Sumeet Bajaj  
Srikanth Bakki  
Ankitha Balla  
Shushrutha Bandari  
Nirupa Naidu Bandaru  
Mounika Bandla  
Kranthi Kumar Naik Banoth  
Krishna Reddy Battu  
Geetha Bavanam  
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
* = Cum Laude 3.80 – 3.89 ** = Magna Cum Laude 3.90 – 3.97  
*** = Summa Cum Laude 3.98 – 4.00 § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2016.
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Barbara Belin  
Bravish Kumar Bhoopala  
Vishwanath Prasad Bingi  
Lekha Bobbala  
Mounika Reddy Bolla  
Santhosh Kumar Reddy   
 Bondalakunta  
Venkata Chakradhar   
 Bonthala  
Trinath Reddy Boravelly  
Matthew Brady  
Prahasith Challa  
Mounika Chanda  
Raveendra Cherukuri  
Pruthvik Raj Chiluka  
Dheeraj Kanth Chimme  
Bala Aditya Varma Chintha  
Pavan Chityala  
Sainath Chundru  
James Clark III  
Alexander Connelly  
Manoranjan Kumar Daggolu  
Carolyn Daigre Duroseau  
Pavan Kumar Damarapati  
Richard Dellamorte  
Diana Demarchi  
Vivek Devarakonda  
Hanuman Prasad   
 Dharmapuri  
Vasu Babu Dodda  
Venugopal Doppalapudi  
Niharika Dusharla  
Jasmin Eid  
Sai Ram Reddy Ergam   
 Reddy  
Richard Evans  
Yameen Fatima  
Mohammed Feroz  
Charles Flemming Jr.  
Praveen Reddy Gaddam  
Bala Vamshi Gade  
Mary Aashritha Gade  
Sruthi Gadiparthi  
Vivek Varma Gadiraju  
Bharat Gampa  
Naveen Kumar Ganji  
Akhila Ganumpally Mekala  
Sarath Garimella  
Rajyalakshmi Gattineni  
Ibrahim Gbadegesin  
Mounik Gopireddy  
Sruthilaya Gorantla  
Bhupesh Chowdary Gude  
Prakash Gudipudi  
Sandeep Kumar Gudivada  
Chamanth Kumar Guduru  
Naveen Kumar Gujjari  
Venkata Mahesh Kumar   
 Gunturu  
Jampani Hima Bindu  
McClinton Hoover  
Mohammed Hussain  
Peter Ilori Jr.  
Syed Jalaluddin  
Himaja Chowdary Jampani  
Lawrence Jaskunas  
Sai Shireesha Kacharla  
Ashok Kachwaha  
Tarun Kakarla  
Lakshmana Rao Kakumani  
Valavala Kali Prasanna  
Manasa Kalmekolan  
Puneet Kumar Goud   
 Kandikanti  
Mary Caroline Kandukuri  
Sai Meghana Kaparla  
Haneesha Katragadda  
Shiva Kumar Katturoju  
Naga Venkata Sandeep   
 Kumar Kavuru  
Khaja Ghouse Uddin  
Mohammed Akram Ali Khan  
Mohammed Naseer Khan  
Zubair Khan  
Durga Kodali  
Ravi Teja Kodali  
Vinay Kodela  
Rohini Kodhati  
Deepak Kumar Koka  
Anurag Kondapaka  
Sujana Kondapaneni  
Sumana Kondapaneni  
Shruthi Konudula  
Keerthana Koora  
Nanci Kopecky  
Jahnavi Kora  
Raviteja Koripalli  
Pradeep Korlamanda  
Nareshkumar Kothapally  
Billa Koushik Mohan  
Bala Varshaan Kovuru  
Ganesh Kuddula  
Ranadheer Kulla  
Ashrita Kunchala  
Krishna Kishore Kusam  
Mohammed Abdul Lateef  
Francis Lattyak  
Swaroop Varun Kumar Lucas 
Harish Reddy Mada  
Venkata Sharath Chandra  
 Madamraju  
Murali Manohar Maganti  
Srikanth Mallaboena  
Mounika Mallepalli  
Shiva Anjaneyulu Maram  
Rakesh Reddy Marri  
Sai Harshitha Marri  
Elizabeth Maschmeyer  
Roopasirichandana Mathi  
James McAley  
Patrick McGlynn  
Matthew McKain  
Tanoj Kumar Mekala  
Shamili Meneni  
Sai Chandu Minnakanti  
Mir Mohammed Habeeb  
 Uddin   
Mohaseen Baig Mirza  
Abdul Baseer Mohammed  
Abdul Hameed Mohammed
Abdul Nayyer Mohammed  
Abdul Razzaq Mohammed  
Ashrafuddin Sohail   
 Mohammed  
Ateeqoddin Mohammed  
Atifullah Khan Mohammed  
Azeemuddin Mohammed  
Ehesan Aman Mohammed  
Hamed Ali Mohammed  
Hussain Mohammed  
Ikramuddin Mohammed  
Ishaq Mohammed  
Junaid Mohammed  
Rafi Mohammed  
Sami Ullah Khan   
 Mohammed  
Waliullah Mohammed  
Mohammed Abdullah   
Mohammed Ayub  
Mohammed Azhar Hussain
Mohammed Ikramuddin   
Mohammed Mehmood Ali  
Sravya Mokrala  
Sudeepthi Monajigari  
Jagadish Muddapati Jr.  
Balaji Multumkar  
Divya Swarup Nadella  
Yashwanth Nallamothu  
Kranthikumar Nammayalwar 
Tirumala Nandamuri  
Sharanya Nannapuraju  
Shravan Kumar Reddy   
 Nareddy  
Srinivas Neelarapu  
Hariteja Neelisetty  
Janumala Nikitha  
Karthik Nukala  
Shreya Nyapati  
Srinath Palasani  
Naveena Palle  
Srikanth Palutla  
Rakesh Pandala  
Rahul Panuganti  
Anoop Papineni  
Adithya Paravastu   
 Pattarabhiran  
Madhan Mohan Reddy   
 Parkala  
Deepa Pasula  
Kasun Samudra Ratnayake  
 Pathiraja Ratnayake Hitige  
 Don  
Sai Teja Pavuluri  
Venkat Reddy Peddireddy  
Vamshi Krishna Pendala  
Venkata Sai Krishna   
 Pentyala  
Manousha Penubakula  
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
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Bachelor of Arts
Imyassar Abdallah  
Samantha Adindu  
Ismail Alarab  
Shavone Allen  
Devin Arbuthnot  
Jackie Arellano  
Omar Ashkar  
Latavia Austin  
Haley Barnes  
Lauren Bauman ** 
April Booker  
Michael Brady  
Nicole Brusich *** 
Tene Burse  
Michael Byrnes  
Lizeth Camargo  
Kayla Carmody * 
Kerri Carter  
Laporsha Chavers  
Nicholas Cole  
Matthew Cummings *** 
Matthew Dilger  
Anthony Distasio  
Blake Donaghue  
Joseph Dunigan  
Kyle Ebeling *** 
Prince-David Ekundayo  
Derek Fick  
Daniel Garza  
Craig Goodwin  
Richard Gray  
Porshia Greenwood  
Mike Habas  
Leigh Halvorsen * 
Dylon Hansen  
Tailor Harms * 
Kayla Harrison  
Cathy Haskell ** 
Bradley Hays  
Gregory Healy  
Jacob Heinrich ** 
Jaciel Henry  
Audrey Hines  
Peggy Horton  
Tamika Howard  
Sammy Jaber  
James Jeszke  
Charisse Johnson  
Julius Johnson  
Scott Karos  
Gina Kates-Mitchell  
Sabrina Keyes  
Evelyn Kmetty *** 
Andrew Knepper  
Scott Kowalski  
Tashiana Land *** 
Scott Latimer  
Sylwia Ledworuch  
Kimberly Leonard  
Gabriela Lopez  
Karen Lopez-Herrejon  
Ciara Luckett  
Kaneysha Mallette  
Jonathan Malone  
Michelle Marlowe  
Shanelle Martin  
Sean McCormack  
Gary Messer  
Jalen Miller  
Lolita Milton  
Genesis Montoya  
Carrie Morano  
Susan Mountford  
Ronald Myles Jr.  
Luis Najera II  
Terrence Norris  
Jairo Ornelas  
Hannah Owczarek  
Arjun Patel  
Annemarie Pettet *** 
Michael Pfister  
Ashley Pickert  
Laura Pierce ** 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Pujitha Penugonda  
Bhanu Prathap Petluri  
Samineni Phanindhar  
Anil Kumar Pilli  
Sarat Piridi  
Venkata Krishna 
Pradeep Ponduri  
Shireesha Ponugoti  
Anurag Pulijala  
Ranjith Kumar   
 Pullepally  
Sairam Punuru  
Sudheer Putha  
Venkateswara Sai Virat  
 Puvvala  
Naga Durga Jeevanth  
 Puvvula  
Surender Priyanka  
 Raachakatla  
Sri Ram Kumar   
 Ramineni  
Uma Ranganadham  
Vikram Ravipati  
Regina Richard  
Andre Rogers  
William Rose  
Sandeep Sadhu
Paladugu Saikiran  
Syed Samad  
Shaik Samee Uddin  
Vasalath Ali Sameer  
Sujith Kumar   
 Saminani  
Nde Samuel Mbah  
Sai Naveen Sare  
Vivek Sarkar  
Mamidi Satyanarayana 
Ananda Rami Reddy  
 Seelam  
Abdullah Shaik  
Afrin Shaik  
Rashwan Shaik   
Shaik Shajji Ur   
 Rahman   
Mohammed Maaz  
 Shareef  
Bharat Sharma  
Kondi Shilpa  
Santhosh Reddy  
 Singireddy  
Sharikar Srikanth Rao  
Satya Priya Sriramoju  
Keerthi Sunkara  
Asadullah Syed  
Fazalullah Syed  
Irfan Syed  
Mudassir Ali Syed  
Muzaffar Ali Syed  
Sohail Syed  
Syed Abdul Naseer  
Syed Nizam  
Syed Zainullabuddin  
Vinay Tallapaneni  
Anil Kumar Tanneru  
Adam Taylor  
Abbu Tejaswi  
Mahesh Reddy Thokala 
Sujithkumar Thota  
Kishore Reddy Thudi  
Srujan Kumar   
 Tirunagari  
Bhanumurthy Uriti  
Akhila Vadhula  
Raviteja Vadlamudi  
Praharsha Kumar Vagu 
Bharat Vajrala  
Jayanth Vanaparthi  
Trivikram Reddy  
 Vanipenta  
Alekya Veeravalli  
Sadhan Vegendla  
Aravind Veggalam  
Sai Himakar Vemula  
Manisha Reddy   
 Vennam  
Surendra Vidiyala  
Ashok Kumar   
 Vinnakota  
Ashwin Kumar Vodnala 
Ajay Vyas  
Spandana Yalla  
Ashwini Yarlagadda  
Prasanth Goud   
 Yarlagadda  
Nityanand Reddy  
 Yarrapureddy  
Sravani Yasa  
Taruni Yeluru  
Deepika Yenugu  
Meruvu Yesu Devendra  
 Kumar  
Joseph Zuklic 
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Ronique Pierre-Paul  
Elina Ramirez  
Takynia Reese  
Renita Richard  
Katherine Roach  
Shane Roberts  
Christopher Sands  
Ewa Sarat  
Kyle Schutz  
Terrence Simpson  
Tyra Smiley  
Jasmine Smith  
Nina Smith  
Taneya Smith  
Shana Sparks  
Steven Suste  
Devin Taylor  
Carmen Trujillo  
Dominika Wierzba * 
Sharleen Wiley  
Julie Wilk * 
Dawn Wojcik * 
Sean Yeo  
Justin Zvibas  
Bachelor of Science
Heather Adney  
Aziza Alexander  
Latia Alexander  
John Barthel III  
Blanca Bernal  
Lonnie Branch  
Jacob Bujwit * 
James Butcher *** 
Samuel Carlock  
Marcos Corona  
Olivia Cribbin  
Kinga Curylo *** 
Lindsey Duhon *** 
Misty Durov * 
James Edders  
Hannah Evans  
Amy Farley ** 
Christopher Fitzsimmons  
Anna Fudala  
Enrique Garza  
Tsega Gebeyehu  
San Juanita Gonzalez  
Salma Hamadeh  
Brian Kelly  
William Kopec  
Brianna Laird * 
Mahmoud Lukyana  
Matthew Malatia  
Billal Muammar  
Jasmine Murphy  
Mark O'Farrell  
Steven Pavisich  
Christopher Prazma ** 
Elisa Puente  
Taylor Rabatine  
Aurora Ramos  
Emily Reilly  
Nora Revis  
Regina Rubar  
Nicole Sanyaolu  
Emmanuel Sarfo  
Edwin Siavichay  
Andrew Slazyk  
Jenise Susan  
Katarzyna Szczurek  
Keith Walker  
Jasmine Watkins  
Whitney Webster  
Patrick Whiteford  
Master of Business 
Administration 
Vinodh Akula  
Sean Beseka  
Robert Cunnings  
Daniel Haduch  
Ratunda Hicks  
Brian Jones  
Abdul Khan  
Marcin Kuruc  
Natalie McCoy  
Chiquita Mobley  
Katie Mulderink  
Elizabeth Perez  
Bernadette Reed  
Gloria Sharara  
Alex Umland  
Tarnecia Williams  
Hui Xia  
Master of Science
Olanrewaju Afolabi-Bello  
Rakan Alawawda  
Jaykishan Bairagi  
Natalia Baran  
Mohammed Bilal  
Daniel Bilonic  
Richard Bruna  
George Crouse Jr.  
Mason Cunningham  
Jennifer Daly  
James Depasque  
Richa Desai  
Amelia Ferrarini  
Keith Gagen  
Daniel Garbrah  
Ralph Giles  
Irma Gonzalez  
Joseph Haleem  
Kori Howell  
Mahmood Hussain  
Ashfaque Khan  
Mohammed Abdul Moiz   
 Khan  
Ravi Kiran Kokonda  
Shiva Korrapati  
Bhanu Chander Ledalla  
Elizabeth Lemarr  
Mary Lyons  
Wasay Mohammed   
 Mahmood  
Victoria Mims  
Uday Kiran Movva  
Colin Norwich  
Yolanda Pitts  
Nakia Price  
Marketa Skalova  
Majety Srikar  
Ausaf Syed Mohammed  
Calvin Temple  
Tehishna Tucker  
Krishna Spoorthy Vaddepalli 
Shannon Williams  
Michael Wilson  
Ericka Wysocki  
LiuQing Zheng  
* = Cum Laude 3.80 – 3.89 ** = Magna Cum Laude 3.90 – 3.97  
*** = Summa Cum Laude 3.98 – 4.00 § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2016.
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Bachelor of Arts
Tania Adame ** 
Samantha Allen  
Matthew Andersen  
Colleen Anderson ** 
Sara Andrasco *** 
John Bahret ** 
Jamie Baker *** 
Tashe Bannister  
Joseph Baud  
Ted Bobak  
Lillian Bocek * 
Nicole Bodinet * 
Kelly Bowen * 
Kelly Bowman  
Khristina Brent  
Talia Brown  
Kalyna Brumfield  
Colleen Buster  
Tashona Butts  
Lauren Calderone  
Sandra Chavez §  
Shayla Christopher  
Myra Conner  
Melissa Cooper * 
Kia Dean  
Jennifer Dell *** 
Shelbi DeWeese ** 
Tiana Dias  
Lizbeth Diaz  
Hollye Dionne ** 
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Kinga Drag  
Bridget Drury ** §
Flor Escobedo * 
Victoria Falvo  
Erika Fletcher  
Michael Flood *** 
Naomi Flores  
Tami Foltys * 
Katarzyna Gacek  
Danielle Garland  
Daniela Gomez-Luna  
Juan Gonzalez Jr.  
Gerdas Gudzevicius *** 
Morgan Hamblen  
Carrie Harper Fox  
Brittney Harris  
Sarah Haussy ** 
Matthew Hedding Hess  
Melina Hernandez Jimenez  
Lori Herrera  
Amelia Hofstra  
Bria Hopkins ** 
Noora Jebreal  
Jill Johnson *** 
Kendra Jones  
Sydney Jones  
Kristen Judge  
Jennifer Kaczmarek  
Samantha Kennedy  
Summer Khatib  
Randall Krause Jr. *** 
Anita Kunkes  
Alyssa Lafond *** 
Noelle Larsen  
Deana Laster  
Jessica Les  
Constadina Liberides  
Colette Loffredo  
Allison Lowery *** 
Melisa Loy ** 
Robbyn Madderom *** 
Edward Mangan  
Elexis Marquardt * 
Miriam Martinez  
Angela Massey ** 
Intisar Matarieh  
Tanya Mathers  
Meghan McHale  
Tamika McKinnie  
Connor McQueen  
Claribel Medina  
Gwen Medrano  
Abby Miller * § 
Jamie Miller ** 
Katarzyna Mroszczak  
Yazen Muhammad  
Megan Mulderink  
Caprice Nelson  
Jeremy Nelson  
Sherry Nolan ** 
Rachel Norton * 
Joyce Norwood *** 
Monique Ocanas ** § 
Philippa Okoye  
Sara Othman *** 
Takalra Overton  
Mark Payton  
David Pedersen  
Alissa Peterson  
Maria Pinedo  
Michael Pope  
Aaron Porte  
Madeline Rademaker *** 
Mohamed Rashad  
Michelle Reardon  
Robbin Reynolds  
Deonna Rhodes  
Ashton Richey * 
Ashlee Rodgers-Pritchett  
Corey Ross  
Erica Roth  
Nicole Rybski ** 
Tarrin Scammahorn * 
Danielle Schlosser  
Irina Sheppard  
Alysia Sinwelski  
Dawn Sodaro *** 
Samantha Sorokas  
April Spearson  
Nicholas Sumoski  
Derek Tavares  
Leah Thomas  
Natalia Tomczak *** 
Fatima Tovalin  
Kayla Travis  
Tiarra Tucker  
Agnieszka Tulowiecka  
Salema Turks  
Diana Voith * 
Jessica Walkosz *** 
Krista Weaver  
Beth Wetzell  
Kayla White  
Tenial Whitted  
Ashley Williams  
Danesha Williams  
Anitra Young  
Nicolas Zavala * 
Master of Arts
Jennifer Alexander  
Sonja Anderson  
Janell Armstrong  
Cynthia Baron  
Kayla Bechtel  
Timothy Beemsterboer  
Jake Benke  
Lindsey Bermel  
Jennele Berry  
Natalie Bjorklund  
Alaina Bovastro  
Andrea Boyd  
Helene Brou  
Hazel Brown  
Richard Brown  
Benae Cartright  
Devra Collier  
Brittany Conway  
Angelique Crockett  
Esther Crockett-Love  
Beatrice Cross  
Anita Davis  
Mecca Eaves-Edwards  
Chantel Ellis  
Colleen Enright  
Stacy Fischer  
LaToya Flowers-Roe  
Rachel Follis  
Plascilla Foster  
Brenna Frayn  
Amber Gardner  
Sonia George  
Sean Haneberg  
Samantha Helms  
Jason Hickmott  
William Hinton  
Daniel Hogan  
Robert Holzhauser  
Ryan Honan  
Jenna Jameson  
Insiya Jariwalla  
Latoya Johnson  
Nicolas Jones  
Melissa Kapidis  
Kathleen Karner  
Rachel Krieger  
Kevin Kuzanek  
Jacqueline Lambert  
Kristina LaMorte  
Marisa Lewis  
Carli Lobraco  
Jenifer Lucas  
Rouchelle Macon  
Regina Melone  
Mia Miller  
Tracey Mitchell  
Darek Naglak  
Cara Nicholson  
Kara Noland  
Erica Ovington  
Carli Padgett  
Chantal Palmer  
Brinyel Perkins  
Keri Peter  
Candace Pickens-Cantrell  
Randall Powell  
Emily Ramus  
Christopher Ratcliff  
Jessica Reeder  
Mary Reynolds  
Candice Robbins  
Bryan Robinson  
Jessica Schroeder  
Regina Smith  
Jennifer Staros  
Barbara Styrczula  
Rena Taylor  
Diana Tomala  
* = Cum Laude 3.80 – 3.89 ** = Magna Cum Laude 3.90 – 3.97  
*** = Summa Cum Laude 3.98 – 4.00 § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2016.
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Bachelor of Health 
Administration
Talena Alexander  
Tamer Almasri  
Victoria Avadu  
Belinda Bahena  
Anwar Billups  
Andreal Bullock  
Vashti Cannon  
Alejandra Chavez  
Anthony Chichi  
Linda Coleman ** § 
Bernestine Crowley  
Jessica Czaja * 
Yaritza De La Torre * 
Vivian Dickerson  
Robert Dominguez  
Noeleen Doogan  
Victoria Dorsch  
Amelia Edwards  
Fatin Elayyan  
Tania Flores  
Ann Foster ** 
Dorota Fudala  
Anna Maria Giannelli  
Kristen Hearn  
Zachary Hood  
Lori Leahy ** 
Lauren Lynch  
Aisha Martin  
Lauren McAlister  
Amanda Monem  
Yara Orea  
Eric Piet  
Luis Rubio  
Naquita Sanford  
Staci Schiefelbein  
Mahmoud Shehadeh  
Misty Smith  
Alexis Stockling  
Nadia Suleiman  
Marissa Thomas  
Arturo Villasenor
Bachelor of Health 
Science
Susan Anderson  
Sherrell Binns  
Martha Buchanan  
Abigayle Buick  
Kathlyn Cardenas  
Giovanni Cioe  
Akela Clemons *** 
Sydney Cohn  
Karla Cortes Garduno  
Ashley Cuccinello  
Ayah Darwish §  
Tracey Dinger  
Chanel Douglas  
Taprea Dunigan  
Ramy Elian  
Kelsey Frost * 
Rachel Gattone  
Lizette Gonzalez  
Ashley Gordon  
Linda Gordon  
Nicole Gries  
Sharnetta Griffin  
Ahlam Hamad  
Erica Hayes  
Kimberly Homere  
Alyssa Howard *** 
Manar Jaber  
Demitria Jett ** 
ChaQuencia Jones  
Kurt Jones  
Carina Kimmel *** 
Anna Kowalkowska  
Laurenne Lopez  
Kaitlyn Lydon  
Caitlin Maze  
Nicole McBain * 
Kianne Medina  
Regina Midgett  
Eloisa Mireles  
Margaret Mitchell  
Marisa Mueller  
LaCresha Olloway  
Miriam Orbe  
Jessica Peters  
Eva Purnick *** 
Ashley Riddle  
Nariman Rizek  
Christina Robinson  
Maricella Ruiz  
Michelle Saffrahn  
Tanya Salgado  
Aimee Sanders  
Caitlyn Severson  
Jace Silvestre  
Marissa Sperti  
Esther Taylor  
Elizabeth Ter Haar  
Emily Tlapa  
Ashunti Walker  
Kathleen Warren  
Carrie Ann Welsh  
Alison Wiabel §  
Alicia Williams  
Ashauntike Williams  
Nia Wright  
Abigail Wrobel  
Antoinette Zwiener  
Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing
Ana Aguirre-Ruvalcaba  
Mamoona Baig  
Joyce Bassey  
Beth Bomba *** 
Sophia Bracey  
Christie Brown  
Jacqueline Brown  
Amy Corley *** § 
Curtis Davis * 
Lormeus Dory  
Amanda Drea  
Alexis Emperor ** 
Monica Estrada  
Brittany Frey  
Alysia Galtney  
Evelyn Goodwin  
Malinda Hall  
Willice Hopkins  
Lisa Huettemann *** 
Tina Jackson  
Caleb Valentin  
Zachary Vis  
Steven Warcholek  
Rachel Waters  
Kimberly Webb-Harper  
Dana Whittaker  
Michelle Williams  
Renita Williams  
Sonya Willis  
Cara Wilson  
Education Specialist 
Yvonne Byrne  
Erica Smith  
Leslie Sologaistoa  
Doctor of Education
Evan Brown    
Roger Callese II   
Tasha Davis-Long   
Paula Franklin 
Bradley Gronke    
Vilma Matthews    
Rochelle Robinson Dukes    
Sheree Sanderson    
Annie Ware
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Megan Jessen  
Sarah Johns ** 
Tamara Joseph  
Felicia Kamara  
Tracey McAfee  
Riane McClellan  
Quinneshia McFadden  
Zara Mehta  
Meghan Miskell  
Jessica Mitchell  
Cynthia Morris  
Nikki Moy * 
Felicia Odo  
Danita Powe  
Dee Pratscher  
Marie Rodriguez * 
Katelyn Rzeszutko  
Marissa Schroeder  
Kattenia Suggs  
Heather Summers  
Wanda Terry  
Squavette Wilson
Bachelor of Social Work
Erica Adams  
Latasha Beale  
Cynthia Brister *** 
Gina Brown ** 
Lena Buford  
Wiconda Clark  
Tanisha Dennard  
Erika Escobedo  
Alberta Foley  
Brittany Green  
Jennifer Gudino  
Linda Hamer * 
Kamille Haywood * 
Graciela Herrada  
Lashan Hobbs  
Myasar Ihmud *** 
Ryan Jones-Joseph  
Amber Kirn  
Elizabet Lopez ** 
Eric Maze  
Jessica McCormick  
Kelly McDonald-Cooper  
Brittany McShane * 
Abigail Mohler  
Sh' Shanna Moreno  
Jackie Morgan  
Samantha Neal  
Shannon O'Keefe  
Lynetta Olivier  
Genesis Olvera  
Ayana Owens  
Jaclyn Padalino *** 
Isabel Palencia * 
Brenda Plair  
Breah Pointer  
Constance Porter  
Ameenah Rashid *** 
Karen Rice  
Christi Rocha * 
Brenda Rock * 
Savik Salgado  
Melyssa Scott  
Demetra Sepsakos  
Javeil Smith  
Camarie Steward  
Nathanial Travis * 
Yolanda Walton-Laws  
Regina Ward  
Gregory Williams  
Michael Williams  
Joanna Wolowiec * 
Marie Woods
Master of Health 
Administration
Keshiha Bathani  
Joanne Bockmann  
Maire Leahy  
Kristina Paltanavicius  
Natalie Robinson 
Master of Health 
Science
Lynette Allen  
Marina Baron  
Megan Blake  
Samantha Brown  
Trisha Bruecken  
Lindsey Brushaber  
Cynthia Cameron  
Hannah Davidson  
Katrina Deutsche  
Lisa Dorr  
Colleen Falbo  
Abiodun Folami  
Laura Gallardo  
Kenya Gavin  
Danielle Gilmore  
Chiquita Gordon  
Kelly Grady  
Heather Groetzenbach  
Ana Grzybek  
Jennifer Hardesty  
Anne Hayes  
Jill Hedges  
Pamela Heinemann  
Kristi Hendershott  
Monica Herrera  
Ashley Hurst  
Tuanda James  
Brianna Kirkpatrick  
Gina Koszulinski  
Erika Lewis  
Jessica Love-Jordan  
Anna Marietta  
Kathleen McDonough  
Liu Montsho  
April Moran  
Jillian Morrison  
Irene Mouzakis  
Jacquelyn Nelson  
Pamela Ortiz  
Deidre Pentek  
Lauren Shanahan  
Katie Shank  
Lisa Shelby  
Lorena Silva  
Caitlyn Smith  
Morgan Sternal  
Reanna Stevens  
Laura Stonitsch  
Renata Styka  
Daniel Surdyk  
Tara Thompson  
Delaina Turner  
Ramona White  
Jessica Wians
Master of Occupational 
Therapy
Dirk Anderson  
Diana Basmajian  
Ashley Bohlen  
Clare Branson  
Therese Chukwu  
Karien Dean  
Ashley Eiler  
Katherine Essary  
Jessica Ferretis  
Irada Fliman  
Nancy Graben  
Brianne Griffin  
Ashley Grigaliunas  
Michelle Grome  
Brian Higgins  
Michael Jagla  
Sarah Jasso  
Irene Lee  
Stefanie Lostumbo  
Candace Mallin  
Kimberly Martin  
Chelsea Newton  
Jude Ondrus  
Saadah Ottman  
Emily Peppin  
Valerie Rodawold  
Megan Szarzynski  
Sarah Van Sickel  
Mary Elizabeth Yopchick
Master of Science in 
Nursing
Cheryl Agbonghae  
Gwendolyn Andu  
Hebah Arroyo  
Kim Averitte  
Ashley Blough  
Kirsten Book  
Kristina Boykins  
Ferdinand Catotal  
Rose Charlley
Rachel Cheeks  
Marian Chukwumah  
Tiffany Dean  
Valsa Easo  
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Danebell Ehis  
Tarryn Ellis  
Shawndra Ferrell  
Leanne Gabriel  
Mark Norbert Guiab  
Marva Hall  
Shashanna Heard  
Jennifer Hein  
Olivia Holliman  
Randall Howland  
Jeanice Jones  
Smitha Jose  
Clara Krygsheld  
Chanel Martelly  
Sherree McCool  
Leticia Mendez  
Leanne Miller  
Sameka Mills  
Erica Minnion-Klyce  
Guadalupe Miranda  
Denise Morales  
Gretchen Mulheran  
Glenda Nelson  
Felicia Nwankwo  
Cindy Okolo  
Folarin Opakunle  
Jessica Osun  
Yogitaben Patel  
Nileena Pathadan  
Pamela Peoples  
LaTasha Pittman  
Tiraney Redmond  
Karyn Schmidt  
Nuha Sirhan  
Katie Stephens  
Monica Stout  
Maya Thomas  
Desire Tigue  
Rosina Unzueta  
Aree Welch  
Urszula Wysocka Piesiewicz  
Kristen Yunker
Master of Social Work
D'Andrea Allen  
Kiara Anderson  
Kendra Barnes  
Raquel Barnes  
Rachel Batts  
Emily Beaulieu  
Ayris Beck  
Timara Betts  
Ellen Bures  
Patricia Burton  
Yvette Cantrell  
Linda Clay  
Jerrell Clayton  
Porcia Collins  
Brandon Dismukes  
Gloria Dotson-Lewis  
Essence Fox  
Benjamin Ginther  
Brandi Greene  
Kirsten Grosvenor  
Briana Halloran  
Michael Harris  
Diego Herrera Jr.  
Melodi Hickey  
Corinne Hoekstra  
Bridgett Jackson  
Kharyn Johnson  
Rakaia Johnson  
Loree-Lynn Kinsella  
Nicholas Kinsella  
Ebony Kozelsky  
Brittany Lafin  
Charisma Mabry  
Alexis Maciarz  
Dwayne Morrow  
Tenilya Mumphus  
Jennifer Nye  
Mariah Omokaiye  
Markeeta Parker  
Valerie Passavanti  
Venus Penager  
Melissa Racine  
Nancy Ramirez  
Amber Riff  
Jessica Roberson  
Katherine Roberts  
Reyna Sconyers  
Brian Skinner  
Julie Staal  
Teresa Studnicki  
Jamie Thauer  
Lillianna Valdez  
Sharita Walker  
RoseRita Walsh James  
Tasha Watson
Doctor of Nursing 
Practice
Deborah Coleman-Givens  
Anna Davies  
Tina Decker  
Euphemia Gordon-Connell
Anita Howard  
Margaret Okodua  
Jennifer Van Kempen  
DeAnna VanKuren  
Regina Ward  
Linda Zroskie
Doctor of Occupational 
Therapy
Rashmi Chawathe-Grieco  
Frank Czuba  
Kim Johnson  
Kellie Thomas  
Joann Tomosieski-Peters  
Shalini Varshney
Doctor of Physical 
Therapy
Adam Andersen  
Abigail Arroyo  
Amy Bala  
Daniel Capparelli  
Javier Cortes  
Danielle Dace  
Flor Delgado  
Lara Eiler  
Orlando Esparza  
Stacey Estes  
Carlos Garcia  
Matthew Gentry  
Jose Godinez Jr.  
Courtney Herschberger  
Shruti Joshi  
Kate Lueders  
Li Yu Mei  
Rebecca Miller  
Kristin Morrison  
Bridget O'Brien  
Othman O'Malley  
Kenneth Orr  
Suzanne Porer  
Martin Rada  
Matthew Radencic  
Michael Rauwolf  
Vincent Ricobene  
Allison Riddering  
Kristin Riva  
Joshua Rose  
Dania Ryczek  
Barbie Sachs  
Naila Silva  
Lauraetta Smith  
Maria Smith  
Dana Trotta  
Kristine Vukmir  
Sean Warren  
Amber Zendzian  
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Grand Marshal
Barbara Winicki – President, Faculty Senate
 
Marshal Coordination Team
David Golland – Associate Professor, Head Marshal 
John Cook – Retired, Associate Professor 
Lisa Helm – Administrative Coordinator
Joan Johns Maloney – Special Assistant to Administration and Finance
 College of Arts and Sciences 
Amanda Athon – Assistant Professor
Leanne Cambric – Assistant Professor
Javier Chavira – Full Professor
Michael Hart – University Lecturer
Stephen Hyzny – University Lecturer
Elizabeth Johnson – Associate Professor
Shelly Kumar – Full Professor
Kerri Morris – Associate Professor
David Rhea – Associate Professor
Joao Salm – Assistant Professor 
Christopher Tweddle – Assistant Professor
Nicole Warmington-Granston – Assistant Professor 
College of Business
Brian McKenna – Associate Professor  
Evelina Mengova – Associate Professor 
John Simon – Associate Professor 
Uday Shinde – Assistant Professor
Michael Williams – Assistant Professor
College of Education
Sasha Cervantes – Assistant Professor
Alli Cipra – Assistant Professor
Marlon Cummings – Assistant Professor
Cyrus M. Ellis – Associate Professor
Megan McCaffrey – Assistant Professor
Tim Pedigo – University Lecturer Senior Status
Xiaobo She – Assistant Professor
Deborah Watson – Visiting Professor
Katherine M. Wix – Assistant Professor
College of Health and Human Services
Jennifer Armstrong – Associate Professor
Alicia Battle – Assistant Professor
Vickii Coffey – Assistant Professor
Joseph Day – Assistant Professor
Rupert Evans Sr. – Full Professor
Jennifer Groebner – University Lecturer
Giesela Grumbach – Assistant Professor
Zo Ramamonjiarivelo – Assistant Professor 
Joyce Sligar – University Lecturer Senior Status
 
COMMENCEMENT MARSHALS
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The medals worn by some graduates symbolize their completion of the GSU Honors Program. 
The stoles or cords worn by some graduates symbolize their membership in an honor society.
Honors Program – for undergraduates only
Graduates who complete the rigorous Honors Program develop greater depth within their 
academic program by completing advanced studies, attending interdisciplinary seminars, 
and producing a final honors project.
Program  ............................................. Recognition ........................................ Color
GSU Honors Program ............................ Medallion ........................................... Gold
University Honors – for undergraduates only
Honor  .................................................. Recognition ...................................... Color
Cum Laude .................................................Cord .......................................... White
Magna Cum Laude .......................................Cord ...........................................Silver
Summa Cum Laude .....................................Cord ............................................ Gold 
Lincoln Laureate .................................. Medallion ............................................ Gold 
Honor Societies – for students who are members 
of these Honor Societies
Society ................................................. Recognition .................................. Color(s)
Alpha Eta Society (Allied Health) .................. Cord .......................................... Green
Alpha IOTA Sigma (Interdisciplinary) ............ Cord .............................Blue and White
Alpha Sigma Lambda (Adult Learners) .......... Cord ...........Burgundy and Antique Gold
Chi Sigma IOTA (Counselors) .......................Stole .............................Blue and White
Delta Mu Delta (Business) ........................... Cord ........................... Purple and Gold
Lambda Alpha Epsilon (Criminal Justice) ...... Cord .................... Reflex Blue and Gold
Lambda Pi Eta (Communications) ................. Cord .......................Crimson and Cream
Phi Alpha (Social Work) ...............................Stole .............................. Blue and Gold
Phi Theta Epsilon (Occupational Therapy) ..... Cord ..............................Navy and Gold
Pi Alpha Alpha (Public Administration) .........Stole ......................Light Blue and Gold
Psi Chi International (Psychology) ................. Cord .................Dark blue and Platinum
SALUTE Veterans ........................................ Cord ....................Red, White, and Blue
Sigma Theta Tau (Nursing)........................... Cord ......................................... Purple
Tau Sigma (Transfer) ................................... Cord ....................... Burgundy and Gold
Student Senate (Student Governance) ...........Stole ........................... Black and White
Upsilon Phi Delta (Healthcare) ..................... Cord ............................... Blue and Red 
Upsilon Pi Epsilon (Computer Science) ......... Cord .........................Maroon and White 
Dual Degree Program – for undergraduates who entered 
 GSU through the Dual Degree Program
Dual Degree Program Partner .................. Recognition .................................. Color(s)
City Colleges of Chicago ...............................Cord ..... Light Blue and Black and White
College of DuPage ........................................Cord ........... Green and Black and White
Harper College .............................................Cord ............. Blue and Black and White
Joliet Junior College .....................................Cord ...........Purple and Black and White
Kankakee Community College .......................Cord .............. Red and Black and White
Moraine Valley Community College ................Cord ........... Green and Black and White
Morton College ............................................Cord ............. Blue and Black and White
Prairie State College .....................................Cord ........... Green and Black and White
South Suburban College ...............................Cord ............. Blue and Black and White
Triton College ..............................................Cord ......... Maroon and Black and White
Waubonsee Community College .....................Cord ......... Maroon and Black and White
HONORS CORDS, MEDALLIONS, AND STOLES FOR COMMENCEMENT
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During the commencement ceremony, students, and faculty wear academic costumes indicating the 
wearers’ degrees, colleges/universities, and fields of study.
The black mortarboard type is the most common cap worn. Degree candidates wear cap tassels that are black 
and white, the university colors. Colors worn by the faculty vary according to their fields of study.
Gowns are of three kinds. The bachelor’s gown is relatively simple, with lines falling straight from a fairly 
elaborate yoke. Its distinguishing characteristic is the long pointed sleeve. Braided silken cords are worn by 
students who have achieved special scholastic recognition. The master’s gown has sleeves, with a back end 
extending down below the knee in a crescent shape. The doctoral gown is an elaborate costume, with velvet 
panels down the front and around the neck and three velvet bars on the bell-shaped sleeves. 
The official colors of the college or university from which a degree is conferred are represented in the lining 
of the hood. For each field of study, there is a corresponding trim color. The trim colors for doctoral and 
master’s hoods are as follows:
Degree Programs ........................................................................................Color
Accounting ............................................................................................... Drab
Addictions Studies..........................................................................Salmon Pink
Analytical Chemistry ..................................................................... Golden Yellow
Art ......................................................................................................... Brown
Business Administration ............................................................................. Drab
Communication Disorders ................................................................Salmon Pink
Communication and Training .....................................................................White
Computer Science ........................................................................ Golden Yellow
Counseling ........................................................................................ Light Blue
Counselor Education and Supervision .................................................. Light Blue
Criminal Justice ........................................................................................ Navy
Early Childhood Education.................................................................. Light Blue
Education ......................................................................................... Light Blue
Educational Administration................................................................. Light Blue
English ....................................................................................................White
Environmental Biology .................................................................. Golden Yellow
Independent Film and Digital Imaging ....................................................... Brown
Interdisciplinary Leadership ................................................................ Light Blue
Health Administration .....................................................................Salmon Pink
Management Information Systems .................................................. Golden Yellow
Mathematics ....................................................................................Bright Gold
Multicategorical Special Education ..................................................... Light Blue
Nursing .................................................................................................Apricot
Occupational Therapy ........................................................................ Slate Blue
Physical Therapy ........................................................................................ Teal
Political and Justice Studies ......................................................................White
Psychology ........................................................................................ Light Blue
Public Administration  .................................................................. Peacock Blue
Reading ............................................................................................ Light Blue 
School Psychology ............................................................................. Light Blue
Social Work ............................................................................................. Citron
ACADEMIC REGALIA
THE CAP
THE HOOD
THE GOWN
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Dual Degree Program graduates received distinctive cords for their academic regalia that intertwine 
GSU’s colors — black and white — with the colors of the student’s community college. Braiding these 
colors together symbolizes the partnership and shared goal of the community college and GSU; working 
together to help these students achieve academic success. 
Governor State University’s nationally recognized Dual Degree Program is a partnership with 17 area 
community colleges that establishes a seamless pathway for students to complete their associate 
degrees at a Chicagoland partner community college and continue their education at GSU to attain their 
bachelor’s degrees. 
Each year, your fellow alumni ask GSU’s new graduates to celebrate their achievement with a class gift. 
This year, you have been asked to leave a legacy in the form of a collective gift from the Class of 2017. 
Your portion of the legacy gift may be directed toward any area of the university that interests you most. 
As you look back on your experience at GSU, we encourage you to embrace the fond memories and 
appreciate the challenges you faced and success you attained. Giving back to your alma mater is 
reflective of your personal and professional success. It is a celebration of your achievement. To mark 
your graduation, we ask you to look to the future and pledge to give $100 a year for the next five years. 
That is just $8.33 a month — less than 28 cents a day. So by the year 2022, you would have given a 
minimum of $500 back to your fellow Jaguars. Your legacy will continue to support GSU as a place of 
opportunity, excellence, innovation, and engagement. 
Visit www.govst.edu/donate for more information.
The Alumni Association connects graduates with each other, as well as to professional development, 
networking, and social and volunteer opportunities. What is most important is that as a graduate of GSU, 
the Alumni Association is YOUR organization. Your engagement in the association can help make it what 
you need it to be for your success, both personally and professionally. 
As GSU alumni, you represent the very best the university has to offer. Please advocate for GSU in your 
personal and professional networks and encourage others to investigate opportunities to attend and/
or support your alma mater. We welcome your return to campus and encourage you to volunteer as a 
mentor, leader, or lifelong learner, and join one of our growing alumni chapters. 
The Alumni Association and the generations of GSU alumni are proud to welcome the Class of 2017 to 
its ranks. Congratulations and we look forward to seeing you soon!
Visit www.govst.edu/alumni for more information.
 
DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM GRADUATES
THE 2017 CLASS GIFT 
GSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
The governor’s mace, carried by the marshal who leads the 
academic procession, is a symbol of the authority of the 
university as a degree-granting institution. The legal authority 
of the university is grounded in the intellectual authority of the 
distinguished faculty who follow in the procession.
In antiquity, the mace was a weapon used to establish the 
“authority” of the physically strong. Its transformation into 
a symbol of intellectual authority is both a tribute to and a 
reminder of the civilizing force of a university’s teaching, 
research and community service functions.
Engraved on the four side-panels of the governor’s mace are 
the seal of the State of Illinois; a cardinal, the state bird; the 
seal of the former Illinois Board of Governors Universities; and 
an inscription which reads “The governor’s mace, a symbol of 
tradition and authority of Governors State University, dedicated 
to the search for excellence in the pursuit of truth, knowledge 
and the love of learning. Presented by Peter Levin, friend of the 
university, June 2, 1979.”
Atop the mace is a silver rendition of the university logo. The 
three sides of the “triangle” symbolize the university’s teaching, 
research and community service functions. The three lines 
visually suggest the shape of a rocket; reminding us both 
that the university was founded within days of Neil Armstrong 
setting foot on the moon and that the university is a hope-
filled, pioneering community, committed to a better future for 
all men and women. The circle symbolizes the fact that the 
university is, indeed, a community. Finally, the fact that the tips 
of the triangle reach beyond the circle indicates the university’s 
outreach into the region, state and nation, and its commitment 
to teaching, research and community service.
THE MACE
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